PASSAGES FROM ARABIA DESERTA
That which fell to me I put away bye and bye to the starveling
greyhound; but the dog smelling to the meat rejected it. When
another day I told this tale in the next tribes, they laughed
maliciously, that the Fukara should eat that which the hounds
would not of. The porcupine is eaten by all the nomads, and the
wabbar. I have seen this thick-bodied beast as much as an heavy
hare, and resembling the great Alpine rat; they go by pairs, or
four, six, eight, ten, together. The wabbar is found under the
border of the sandstone mountains, where tender herbs nourish
him, and the gum-acacia leaves, upon which tree he climbs
nimbly, holding with his pad feet without claws; the fore-paws
have four toes, the hind-paws three: the flesh is fat and sweet:
ttey are not seen to sit upon the hind quarters; the pelt is grey,
and like the bear's coat.
Rarely do any nomad gunners Mil the wolf, but if any fell to
their shot he is eaten by the Beduins, (the wolf was eaten in
mediaeval Europe). The Aarab think the flesh medicinal, cvery
good they say for aches in the shins,' which are so common with
them that go bare-legs and bare-footed in all the seasons. Zeyd
had eaten the wolf, but he allowed it to be of dog's kind, *Eigh,
billah (he answered me), the wolfs mother, that is the hound's
aunt,' The fox, hosseny, is often taken by their greyhounds, and
eaten by the Fejir; the flesh is 'sweet, and next to the hare/ They
will even eat the foul hyena when they may take her, and say,
*she is good meat.* Of great desert game, but seldom slain by the
shot of these pastoral and tent-dwelling people, is the bedan
of the mountains (the wild goat of Scripture, pL bedun; with the
Kahtan watfl, as in Syria), The massy horns grow to a palm-
breadth, I have seen them two and a half feet long; they grow
stretching back upon the chine to the haunch. The beast at need,
as all hunters relate, will cast himself down headlong upon them
backwards: he is nigh of kin to the stone-buck of the European
Alps.
The gazelle, gkra&l> pL ghraddn^ is of the plains; the Arabians
say more often thobby (the N. T. Tabitha). They are white in the
great sand-plains, and swart-grey upon the black Harra; these
are the roes of the scriptures. There is yet a noble wild creature
of the Arabian deserts, which was hitherto unknown among us,
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